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SAFE  FROM  THESE 
DANGEROUS  DISEASES? 


IMMUNIZE  YOUR  CHILD. 
PLEASE! 


WHY  IMMUNIZE? 


Before  vaccines  were  discovered,  childhood 
diseases  took  a  terrible  toll  of  life  and  health  — 
the  mentally  retarded  child  who  was  so  bright 
before  suffering  brain  damage  from  measles, 
the  baby  born  blind  and  deaf  because  his 
mother  had  rubella  while  she  was  pregnant, 
children  and  adults  severely  crippled  by  polio. 


In  the  early  1 970's  it  appeared  that  childhood 
diseases  were  effectively  controlled  by  safe  and 
effective  vaccines,  but  today  the  threat  of 
outbreaks  is  still  present  because  all  children 
are  not  protected  by  immunizations. 


DISEASE 


POLIO 

A  viral  disease  with  three  known  strains 


DIPHTHERIA 

A  serious  bacterial  infection 


PERTUSSIS  (WHOOPING  COUGH) 
A  serious  respiratory  infection 


TETANUS  (LOCKJAW) 

A  non-contagious  disease  caused  by  bacte- 
ria found  in  the  soil 


MEASLES 


A  serious  and  highly  contagious  disease 


RUBELLA  (GERMAN  MEASLES) 

A  mild  infection  in  children,  a  major  tragedy 
in  pregnant  women 


DANGERS 


Can  cause 


permanent  paralysis 

deformity 

death 


Can  cause 


pneumonia 
heart  failure 
nerve  damage 
death  by  suffocation 


Can  cause 


pneumonia 
brain  damage 
death 


Can  cause  muscle  spasms 

•  severe  nervous  system 
damage 
death 


Can  cause  brain  damage 

mental  retardation 

•  pneumonia,  respiratory 
problems 

•  deafness,  blindness 
death 


Can  cause  •  miscarriage  and  stillbirth 

•  severe  birth  defects  includ- 
ing blindness,  deafness 
and  damage  to  heart,  brain 
and  other  organs. 


MUMPS  ■  Can  cause         •  central  nervous  system 

damage 

An  acute  viral  disease  with  painful  swelling  •  deafness 

around  the  jaw  and  under  the  ear  brain  damage 

•  kidney  inflammation 


SOME  POSSIBLE  COMPLICATIONS 
FROM  CHILDHOOD  DISEASES 


BRAIN  DAMAGE 

AND  PNEUMONIA 
RETARDATION 


WHO  KEEPS 

IMMUNIZATION  RECORDS 

No  one  is  more  concerned  with  your  child's 
health  than  you  the  parent.  It  is  therefore  your 
responsibility  to  keep  accurate  records  of  your 
child's  immunizations.  You  are  required  by  state 
law  to  have  your  child  immunized  against  polio, 
diphtheria,  pertussis,  tetanus,  measles,  rubella, 
and  mumps  —  for  school  and  day  care  entry. 

Make  sure  that  all  immunizations  are  re- 
corded in  the  LIFETIME  HEALTH  AND  IMMUN- 
IZATION RECORD  booklet,  which  will  be  given 
to  you  when  you  leave  the  hospital  with  your 


HOW  DOES 

IMMUNIZATION  WORK? 

After  a  vaccine  is  injected  or  swallowed,  the 
body  begins  to  produce  disease-fighting  sub- 
stances called  antibodies,  which  resist  specific 
organisms  when  they  enter  the  body.  Some 
immunizations  require  only  one  dose  of  vaccine; 
others  require  several  doses  to  build  up 
complete  protection. 


The  following  Immunization 
Schedule  is  recommended  by  the 
MASSACHUSETTS  DEPARTMENT 
of  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 


Schedule  for  Infants 

Age 

Vaccines 

2  mos. 

DTP,  TOPV 

4  mos. 

DTP,  TOPV 

6  mos. 

DTP 

1 5  mos. 

MMR 

18  mos. 

DTP,  TOPV 

4-6  yrs. 

DTP,  TOPV 

1 4-1 6  yrs. 

Td  (every  1 0  yrs.) 

Schedule  for  Children  Not  Immunized 

in  Early  Infancy 

Time 

6  yrs 

Interval 

Under  6  yrs. 

and  Older 

First  Visit 

DTP,  TOPV 

Td,  TOPV 

1  mo.  later 

MMR 

MMR 

(1 5  mos.  or  older) 

2  mos. 

DTP,  TOPV 

Td,  TOPV 

4  mos. 

DTP 

1 0-1 6  mos. 

DTP,  TOPV 

Td,  TOPV 

(Or  pre-school) 

14-1 6  yrs. 

Td  (every  1 0  yrs.) 

Td  (every  1 0  yrs.) 

DTP  —    Diphtheria  and  Tetanus  Toxoids  and 
Pertussis  Vaccine  Adsorbed 

Td  —      Tetanus  and  Diphtheria  Toxoids 
Adsorbed  (for  adult  use) 

TOPV  —  Trivalent  Oral  Polio  Vaccine 

MMR  —  Measles,  Mumps,  Rubella 

•  •  •  • 

*  All  recommended  vaccines  must  be  taken  for 
complete  protection.  Partial  immunization 
does  not  insure  against  the  disease. 

*  Any  interruption  in  the  schedule  does  not 
necessitate  starting  the  series  again.  Simply 
complete  needs. 

*  Doctors  may  vary  the  schedule  in  order  to 
meet  individual  needs. 

*  If  unsure  whether  an  immunization  is  needed 
or  not,  immunize! 


WHEN  SHOULD  CHILDREN  BE 
IMMUNIZED? 


All  children  should  complete  their  basic  series 
of  immunizations  before  the  age  of  two  years. 
However,  if  your  child  has  received  no 
immunizations  or  only  part  of  them,  it  is  not  too 
late  to  start  or  finish  for  complete  protection. 


WHERE  CAN  CHILDREN 
BE  IMMUNIZED? 


Immunizations  are  available  from  your 

•  physician 

•  city  or  town  board  of  health 

•  neighborhood  health  center 

•  well-child  clinic 

•  ambulatory  care  center 


This  pamphlet  is  a  cooperative  produc- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Public  Health,  the  Massachusetts  Hospital 
Association  and  the  Massachusetts  Medi- 
cal Society  Auxiliary. 


